Thursday, August 27, 2020

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Kristina M. Johnson, PhD
President-elect

Dear Students, Faculty and Staff:
In the last 24 hours, we have received the latest data from our COVID-19
testing program, and the numbers are trending in the wrong direction. The
good news is that working together we can change this.
As you know, on Tuesday, we released Ohio State’s COVID-19
dashboard with data through Saturday that showed a student positivity rate of
1.16%. Over the last 24 hours, we have seen the student positivity rate rise to
3.10%. But it’s not just the positivity rate that is of concern; it’s also the rate of
transmission. If we want to continue to stay on campus, we have to prevent
the spread of the virus.
Here’s what we all need to do right now to stop the spread:
•

Behave as though everyone is a potential carrier of the virus.

•

Wear your mask properly, over nose, mouth and chin.

•

Stay at least 6 feet apart, even when dining.

•

Outside of class, limit in-person contact with individuals other than your
roommates.

•

Do not host or attend parties or gatherings of more than 10 people.
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•

If you are in contact with people outside your household, mask up and
maintain physical distancing.

•

Wash your hands throughout the day and follow all other safe and
healthy guidance.

•

Fully cooperate with the university and department of health contact
tracing team if you have a positive test or are a close contact of
someone with a positive test.

If we are to continue in-person instruction and on-campus activities, including
residential life, we all must double down on our efforts in every facet of our
work and daily life on and off campus.
Ask yourself, “What’s my why?” — then do your part. Take care of each other.
I want to see you on campus. We are all counting on each other Together As
Buckeyes.
Sincerely yours,
Kristina M. Johnson, PhD
President-elect

COVID-19 Resources
•
•
•
•
•
•

Safe and Healthy Buckeyes information and guidance
Information about coronavirus and the university’s response
Resources for faculty
Resources for COVID-19 research
Resources for students
Resources for staff
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Wellness Resources
•

•

•
•

Faculty and staff can use the Human Resources Keep Well website,
the Chief Wellness Officer Health and Wellness page and Your Plan
For Health.
Students can use the Counseling and Consultation Service (CCS) and
the Buckeye Peer Access Line (PAL), which operates Monday through
Friday from 8 p.m. to midnight.
CCS also provides guidance for ways for faculty and staff to support
students.
The Ohio State: Wellness app is designed for students but offers tips
and guidance useful for all members of our community. It is available
for Android and iOS devices.
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