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Dear Ohio State Community:
Today, we announced that we will resume in-person classes for the autumn
semester.
The resumption of full operations on our Ohio State campuses will include a
combination of several important health-and-safety factors. These include the
use of appropriate face coverings, physical distancing, hand hygiene, limited
density in indoor spaces, control of the flow of traffic into and around
buildings, continued employee teleworking when possible, testing, symptoms
tracking and contact tracing. A teaching-and-learning approach that combines
in-person and distance methods is also being developed, and our academic
calendar will be adjusted.
We understand this raises many immediate questions, and there is much
additional work to finalize in the coming weeks. We anticipate finalizing
elements as we learn and progress throughout the summer while continuing
to utilize a phased return-to-campus approach.

We appreciate your flexibility and understanding as we work together as
Buckeyes to resume on-campus operations as safely and seamlessly as
possible.
•

Click here for details on plans for resuming in-person classes in
autumn

At this time, all non-essential university employees who are not part of an
exempted operation or function are to continue teleworking and remain off
campus. Summer-term classes will continue to be virtual only.
COVID-19 will be with us for some time, and we must strike the proper
balance of risks, including those related to health as well as social and
economic harms. Above all, we are dedicated to advancing our core mission,
including providing the best possible university experience for our students
while operating under a set of circumstances that no one has experienced
before. We have learned that we can take advantage of online learning to
provide innovative educational opportunities, and that will continue to be a
part of the solution. At the same time, rich, immersive educational
experiences that cannot be recreated online — such as labs, studios, field
studies, performances and clinical activities — will remain possible.
Our gratitude goes to our COVID-19 transition task force for its work. We will
continue to take steps guided by the work of our task force along with input
from city, state and federal officials.
As always, we will share regular updates.
Sincerely,
Michael V. Drake, MD

COVID-19 Resources
•
•
•
•
•
•

Information about coronavirus and the university’s response
Guidance for students, faculty and staff
Resources for faculty
Resources for COVID-19 research
Resources for students
Resources for staff

Wellness Resources
•

•

•
•

Faculty and staff can use the Human Resources Keep Well website,
the Chief Wellness Officer Health and Wellness page and Your Plan
For Health.
Students can use the Counseling and Consultation Service (CCS) and
the Buckeye Peer Access Line (PAL), which operates Monday through
Thursday from 8 p.m. to midnight, and Friday from 2 to 6 p.m.
CCS also provides guidance for ways for faculty and staff to support
students.
The Ohio State: Wellness app is designed for students but offers tips
and guidance useful for all members of our community. It is available
for Android and iOS devices.
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